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Our students from 2015 complete their time at Curtin University
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From left: Ranjeeta, Ms Cheryle Poultney (student liason), Mrs Margot Stretch AM (board member), Jaspreet, Lt. Col. (ret) Kevin Poynton (board member), at the November Ceremony of Achievement 

              2015 year saw two AIF Scholarship students studying at Curtin University – Ranjeeta Kaur from Singapore and Jaspreet Kaur from Malaysia. On 4 November last year our students’ successful completion of their Bachelor of Science (Nursing) at Curtin, was justly celebrated at a Ceremony of Achievement held at the university. Both young women performed very well in their studies, played an active part in campus life, participated in a variety of Red Cross activities, and contributed to the community through volunteer work. 

             At the end of their time in Perth, each reflected on the experience of living and studying in Australia. Jaspreet wrote in her student report:


Without a doubt, this scholarship has played a key role in achieving my educational dreams. I am more than grateful for the help and support of the Scholarship and the precious opportunity for me to pursue my studies at Curtin University. I hope that one day I will be able to help other students achieve their goal also. … I was very glad to meet members of the Scholarship Board at Lady Lawley Cottage. There, I became fascinated with the commitment of the Red Cross and what they do for the community. Touring Lady Lawley Cottage and seeing all those children who are getting all the help that they need actually inspired me greatly to give back to my community when I return to Malaysia.

AAAaa Ranjeeta wrote:

              I am happy to say that I will return to Singapore not only more knowledgeable but with a different perspective. The knowledge that I have gained from my modules at Curtin will be applicable to the setting in which I work especially from the advanced wound care module as I encounter wounds on a daily basis … Australians are known for their friendliness and hospitality: it is truly surprised me that a total stranger would ask you how you are doing. That is something that I will take home with me as I feel that as Asians we are more reserved and always very task oriented.
                            Ranjeeta at Lady

                            Lawley Cottage  
Scholars’ reunion 

On 18 November last year, a dinner was held in Singapore to mark the 70th anniversary of the origins of the AIF Malaya Nursing Scholarship.  As WWII drew to a close a committee was set up in the Changi POW camp on 28 August 1945 to discuss an appropriate and tangible war memorial. This would commemorate both those who died in captivity and those in the local population whose actions, at great risk to themselves, had helped the POWs in many ways. After much discussion, Captain Ian McGregor (father of current board member, Alasdair McGregor) suggested a scholarship be set up and Major John Cade then came up with the idea that this be a nursing scholarship which would help create a pool of highly trained nurses. Over the next few months support was gained from senior army officers and the idea became a reality in 1947 when the first two nurses arrived in Australia for training. Since then 67 nurses have spent one or more years at various Australian institutions gaining further experience and qualifications.
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Commemorations in Singapore Back row: Dr Tay Swee Cheng (Rosy) (1995), Wang Jia (2011), Nur Liyana Binte Abdul Rahim (2014), Gee Bee Yock (1999), Professor Emeritus Robin Watts. Front row: Maj. Gen. (Ret’d) Michael O’Brien (CSC), Pei Boon Hian (1992), Jamaliah Binti Salleh (2009-10)
The Head of the School of Nursing, Midwifery and Paramedicine, Curtin University, hosted the dinner and the Chair of the AIF Scholarship Board, Major General Michael O’Brien CSC, was the guest speaker. Seven previous recipients, as well as the 2016 recipient, Mr Jeremy Zhang, were able to attend. Jamaliah Salleh, who completed Bachelor and Honours degrees in 2009-2010 at Curtin travelled from Malaysia for the event. She is currently the Director of a nursing college east of Kuala Lumpur.

Dr Tay Swee Rosy (1995) now has a PhD and is in a senior position in the School of Health Sciences at Nanyang Polytechnic. Two of the attendees are currently working at the Institute of Mental Health at Singapore’s Woodbridge Hospital. Mr Ang Boon Hock, one of the first AIF students to study at Curtin in 1989, has recently stepped down as its Nursing Director. Mr Wang Jia (2011) is now working in the education department of the hospital. Geh Bee Yock (1999), Ong Poh Geok (Joyce) (2009) and Shahira Qadir (2012) are working at three of the General Hospitals in Singapore.

Our past students have forged substantial careers
Mr Pei Boon Hian – 1992
When awarded the Scholarship in 1991 Mr Pei was a nursing officer. In addition to theoretical subjects, his studies at Curtin involved two mental health clinical placements at the Graylands and Royal Perth Hospitals.  Following his studies in Australia, he returned to work at the Institute of Mental Health in Singapore.   He rose through the ranks to become Director of Nursing at the Institute. Following retirement in 2015 he now works part-time as a Nurse Consultant.

Dr Tay Swee Cheng (Rosy) – 1995

Following one year’s study in Australia Rosy returned to Singapore to continue working in the major operating theatre at Singapore General Hospital and was soon promoted to Nursing Manager.  In 1997 Rosy was seconded to Health Informatics to spearhead Electronic Medical Records (EMR) and rose to be a certified project manager in SingHealth.

In 2003 she moved on to Nanyang Polytechnic as a lecturer.  She furthered her formal education with a post graduate qualification in Healthcare Information in 2004 followed by a Master’s in Nursing in 2008 and PhD in 2014 at the National University of Singapore.  She was promoted to Senior Lecturer/Assistant Manager at Nanyang Polytechnic in 2010.
Our student for 2016
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  Jeremy Zhang
Our Executive Assistant, Sheila Rod, received the following from Jeremy:

Dear Sheila Rod,

Born and raised in Singapore, my name is Jeremy Zhang. I have been working in Singapore General Hospital's Emergency Department since 2010. Besides the usual work done in ED, I have participated in nationwide mass casualty exercises as an operations officer of the Disaster Site Medical Command, have instructed junior nurses in handling medical or trauma resuscitation, and participated in VVIP medical care for the Singapore National Day Parade in 2014 and 2015.

I am working as part of a team working on a quality improvement project to reduce consultation time and increase patient satisfaction rates by initiating care prior to consultation (e.g. pain killers, blood investigations, x-rays). 

I am also the trainer for several medical devices in emergency departments … 

Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Curtin University, Red Cross (Australia) and the Ministry of Health (Singapore) for awarding the scholarship to me. 

Warmest regards,

Jeremy Zhang 
Our Helpers 
We would never be able to achieve our aims without extensive community assistance. Our helpers include:

· The Australian Red Cross who provides us with all our administrative and secretarial support.

· The Ministries of Health in Malaysia and Singapore who choose and support our scholarship holders.

· Curtin University who provide us with specially tailored educational courses for our nursing scholarship holders.

· Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and its High Commissioners in Kuala Lumpur and Singapore who give us essential support.

· State Trustees, who administer our funds.

· Our Auditor, Mr Joe O’Brien.
· Our donors.

Our Donors
We gratefully acknowledge recent donors:
2/9th Field Ambulance Unit Association
Mrs L Stratford-Smith

2/29th Battalion AIF Association Inc
Kenneth & Myrtle Topliss Charitable Foundation

Concord District RSL NSW

Wellington RSL Sub Branch

We are indebted to all our donors who keep the Living Memorial alive. Our contact details are:
AIF Memorial Nursing Scholarship Trust

C/- Australian Red Cross National Office

PO Box 196, Carlton Victoria 3053.

Phone:

03 9345 1800

Fax: 

03 9348 2513

Email: 

srod@redcross.org.au
If you would like to make a bequest or donation to
the AIF Nursing Scholarship Trust, please ask us

for a brochure or use the contact details above.

Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.
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